
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Missouri

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 649 - Structures for Wildlife

Scenario: #8 - Downed Tree Structure

Scenario Description:
Downed tree structures will be created to provide shrubby/woody escape cover for wildlife.  Felling of select trees and placement in 
selected locations to provide wildlife cover. Minimum 30' x 50' area for structure covered by interlocking limbs of trees at least 12" in 
diameter. Payment includes tree felling and placement.  Facilitating practices may include but not limited to: Upland Wildlife Habitat 
Management (645), Wetland Creation (658), Wetland Restoration (657), Wetland Enhancement (659), Early Successional Habitat 
Management/Development (647), Prescribed Burning (338), Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats (643), and 
Conservation Cover (327).

Before Situation:
A 40 acre operation managing for quail and other small game habitat.  Shrubby/woody escape cover is often the missing habitat 
component for bobwhite quail and other small game in fields managed for upland wildlife wildlife.

After Situation:
The installation of a downed tree structure enhances the overall habitat needs of quail and other small game species. These 
structures/features enhance habitat and improve species survivability. 

Scenario Feature Measure: area covered by structure

Scenario Typical Size: 1

Scenario Unit: Each

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$258.92 Scenario Cost/Unit: $258.92

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

962Tractor, agricultural, 120 HP Agricultural tractor with horsepower range of 90 to 140. 
Equipment and power unit costs. Labor not included.

Hour $57.34 2 $114.68

937Chainsaw Equipment and power unit costs.  Labor not included. Hour $6.61 2 $13.22

Labor

232Equipment Operators, Light Includes: Skid Steer Loaders, Hydraulic Excavators  <50 HP, 
Trenchers <12”, Ag Equipment <150 HP, Pickup Trucks, 
Forklifts, Mulchers

Hour $20.89 2 $41.78

231General Labor Labor performed using basic tools such as power tool, 
shovels, and other tools that do not require extensive 
training.  Ex. pipe layer, herder, concrete placement, 
materials spreader, flagger, etc.

Hour $22.31 4 $89.24
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USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service Missouri

Scenario Cost:

Practice: 649 - Structures for Wildlife

Scenario: #10 - Edgefeathering, heavy

Scenario Description:
Trees are cut and brush clipped in the border along a wooland edge using a tractor and chainsaw to create dense woody cover and a 
transitional area between a timbered edge and the adjacent land use such as cropland, pasture, or idle lands.  The edge feathering will 
extend at least 30' wide, measured from the outside tree trunk, and at least 50' long -- resulting in a minmum area of 1500 square feet 
covered by interlocking woody branches.  Cut stumps will be treated with brush herbicide.  Some hand placemement of the cut trees is 
neccessary.  Facilitating practices may include but not limited to:  Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645), Wetland Creation (658), 
Wetland Restoration (657), Wetland Enhancement (659), Early Successional Habitat Management/Development (647), Prescribed Burning 
(338), Restoration and Management of Rare and Declining Habitats (643), and Conservation Cover (327). 

Before Situation:
Forested land with a hard edge of mature trees immeditly adjacent to cropland or pasture.  Woody cover close to the ground is lacking for 
wildlife species such as rabbits, quail, songbirds and other wildlife species requiring dense woody cover near ground level. Average 
diameter of the main stand trees is greater than 4 inches.

After Situation:
Creation of woody debris and small piles improves the overall habitat needs of wildlife species requiring dense woody cover and increase 
survival and the population of these species.

Scenario Feature Measure: area covered by edgefeathering

Scenario Typical Size: 1,320

Scenario Unit: Linear Foot

IDComponent Name CostQuantity
Price 
($/unit)UnitComponent Description

$956.07 Scenario Cost/Unit: $0.72

Cost Details (by category):

Equipment/Installation

962Tractor, agricultural, 120 HP Agricultural tractor with horsepower range of 90 to 140. 
Equipment and power unit costs. Labor not included.

Hour $57.34 6.6 $378.44

937Chainsaw Equipment and power unit costs.  Labor not included. Hour $6.61 13.2 $87.25

Labor

232Equipment Operators, Light Includes: Skid Steer Loaders, Hydraulic Excavators  <50 HP, 
Trenchers <12”, Ag Equipment <150 HP, Pickup Trucks, 
Forklifts, Mulchers

Hour $20.89 6.6 $137.87

231General Labor Labor performed using basic tools such as power tool, 
shovels, and other tools that do not require extensive 
training.  Ex. pipe layer, herder, concrete placement, 
materials spreader, flagger, etc.

Hour $22.31 15.8 $352.50
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